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Birthdays of the Month 
March 

22- Marcos Bowers 
23- Taryn Wong 

 
Special Thanks! 

● A shout out to Ms. Hess for all her hard work during  the 
Recycling Drive! 

● A big and heartfelt thanks to Mrs. Sanchez, Ms. Gregoria, 
Mrs.Rojas, Mr. Romero and Mrs. Velazquez, our 
wonderful parent volunteers for their help with the 
Recycling Drive! 

 
Yard Duty  
Primary Recess Pernudi  
Upper Grade Recess Nagaoka 
 
Monday-Wednesday (In school) 
HC Intervention 1:10-1:40/1:45-2:15 - Grades 4 & 5 
Thursday/Friday 
1:00-1:45 - Grade 6 Music - rm. 36 
 
Monday-Thursday 
After school  Homework Center - rm. 27 
 
Chess Club 
Monday/Wednesday/Thursday - 7:15-7:45 
Advanced Chess - Monday Afternoons - rm. 17 - 2:30 
 
Comp. Lab 1 closed due to ELPAC Testing (8:00-10:00 only) 
ELPAC testing March 11-20 - Grades 2-6 - L/R/W 
 
Monday, March 18 
PE- Grades TK-2 Grade Level Collaboration Focus: Planning - 
ELA/ELD/Math- Ramp Up Section 
8:00-11:30 Search & Rescue training - (Maxwell, Medrano)  
8:30 Library Tech Meeting (I. Gonzalez) 
11:10  5th Grade Theatre (Bowers) 
2:00 Grade 6 Conga Kids - Cafeteria 
3:00 Cost Saving Mtg - Madrid, rm. 44 (Casas) 
3:00 District Wellness Committee - UMR  
 
Tuesday, March 19 
8:00-12:00 -  First Aid/CPR training - (Saenz, L. Torres) 
9:00 Classified Meeting - LCAP - Lounge 
9:20/10:25  Discovery Cube Assembly 4th and 5th Grade 
11:25/1:05  4th Grade Music (Guzman, Nagaoka) - rm. 39 
9:05/10:20  3rd Grade Dance (Palencia, Hess) - rm. 27  
Professional Development AGENDA - 2:45 - 4:00 PM  
Write From the Beginning 
 
Wednesday, March 20 
PE- Grades 3-6 Grade Level Collaboration Focus: Planning - 
ELA/ELD/Math- Ramp Up Section; Grade 3 and 4 switch times 

8:00 SPAC Meeting 
CABE Conference 20th -23rd (Torres) 
11:25/1:00 - Grade 6 Conga Kids - room 39 
 
Thursday, March 21 
CABE Conference 20th -23rd (Torres) 
 
Friday, March 22 
ELLevation: EL Monitoring profile cards  due  

CABE Conference 20th -23rd (Torres) 
8:30 CPAC Meeting @ Madrid - (Rodriguez, Hoke) 
10:20/11:10/12:15  Kinder Music - room 35 
2:00 Family Bi-Literacy Class- Room 1 
 
News, Reminders, Important Information 

● Report cards due - March 25 
● If you have a technology problem, please make sure to 

submit a MyTechDesk request. The link is available 
through the MVSD Links tab. 

● Just a reminder, due to safety concerns students are to be 
supervised at all times, especially on the jungle gyms.  No 
student is to be left unattended in class. If you need 
assistance with coverage, please call the office.  

● Interim assessments are available on CAASPP. See 
Cathy if you have any questions. This might be a great 
topic for your PLCs. 

 
ATTENDANCE:  
January Attendance: 96.18% 
February attendance: 95.88 
GOAL: 98% 
 
Attendance REWARDS 
ROUND 1: 10 perfect attendance slips = Extended 15 min. recess; 
please turn in your slips to office 
ROUND 2: Spell out perfect attendance, turn in slips for game room 
(20 min.) 
ROUND 3: Parfait Party - Spell out perfect attendance, turn in slips 
for game room 
 
SCHOOL COMMON AGREEMENTS - We agree to . . .  
How are these elements evident during planning sessions, instruction, 
and student work samples? 
 
ELA: 

● Write From the Beginning 
● Close Reading 
● Collaborative Conversations 

Math: 
● The use of graphic organizers to build conceptual 

understanding and organize student thinking 
 
Walk-Through Focus: Student Engagement 
 
Upcoming Dates and Events: 
4/16 - Reward Assembly for Dance-A-Thon 
4/19-4/26 Spring Break 
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5/6 - Science Grade 5 testing only 
5/13 - SBAC starts Grades 3-6 
5/20 - Last DORA and ADAM administration 
5/30 - Open House 
 

PBIS Corner 
Respect Yourself, Respect Others, Respect Property 
Area of focus: Please re-teach and review Walkway and 
Hallway expectations 
 

Problem-Solving in Elementary School 
Elementary students practice problem-solving and 
self-questioning techniques to improve reading and social 
and emotional learning skills. 
By Maurice J. Elias 
January 23, 2019 
 
In a school district in New Jersey, beginning in kindergarten 
each child is seen as a future problem solver with creative 
ideas that can help the world. Vince Caputo, superintendent of 
the Metuchen School District, explained that what drew him to 
the position was “a shared value for whole child education.” 
Caputo’s first hire as superintendent was Rick Cohen, who 
works as both the district’s K–12 director of curriculum and 
principal of Moss Elementary School. Cohen is committed to 
integrating social and emotional learning (SEL) into academic 
curriculum and instruction by linking cognitive processes and 
guided self-talk. 
Cohen’s first focus was kindergarten students. “I 
recommended Moss teachers teach just one problem-solving 
process to our 6-year-olds across all academic content areas 
and challenge students to use the same process for social 
problem-solving,” he explained.  
 
READING AND SOCIAL PROBLEM-SOLVING 
Moss Elementary classrooms use a specific process to 
develop problem-solving skills focused on tending to social and 
interpersonal relationships. The process also concentrates on 
building reading skills—specifically, decoding and 
comprehension. 
Stop, Look, and Think. Students define the problem. As they 
read, they look at the pictures and text for clues, searching for 
information and asking, “What is important and what is not?” 
Social problem-solving aspect: Students look for signs of 
feelings in others’ faces, postures, and tone of voice. 
Gather Information. Next, students explore what feelings 
they’re having and what feelings others may be having. As 
they read, they look at the beginning sound of a word and ask, 
“What else sounds like this?” Social problem-solving aspect: 
Students reflect on questions such as, “What word or words 
describe the feeling you see or hear in others? What word 
describes your feeling? How do you know, and how sure are 
you?” 
Brainstorming. Then students seek different solutions. As 
they read, they wonder, “Does it sound right? Does it make 
sense? How else could it sound to make more sense? What 
other sounds do those letters make?” Social problem-solving 

aspect: Students reflect on questions such as, “How can you 
solve the problem or make the situation better? What else can 
you think of? What else can you try? What other ideas do you 
have?”  
Pick the Best One. Next, students evaluate the solution. While 
reading, they scan for smaller words they know within larger, 
more difficult words. They read the difficult words the way they 
think they sound while asking, “Will it make sense to other 
people?” Social problem-solving aspect: Students reflect on 
prompts such as, “Pick the solution that you think will be best 
to solve the problem. Ask yourself, ‘What will happen if I do 
this—for me, and for others involved?’” 
Go. In the next step, students make a plan and act. They do 
this by rereading the text. Social problem-solving aspect: 
Students are asked to try out what they will say and how they 
will say it. They’re asked to pick a good time to do this, when 
they’re willing to try it. 
Check. Finally, students reflect and revise. After they have 
read, they ponder what exactly was challenging about what 
they read and, based on this, decide what to do next. Social 
problem-solving aspect: Students reflect on questions such as, 
“How did it work out? Did you solve the problem? How did 
others feel about what happened? What did you learn? What 
would you do if the same thing happened again?” 
You can watch the Moss Elementary Problem Solvers video 
and see aspects of this process in action. 
 
THE PROCESS OF SELF-QUESTIONING  
Moss Elementary students and other students in the district are 
also taught structured self-questioning. Cohen notes, “We 
realized that many of our elementary students would struggle 
to generalize the same steps and thinking skills they previously 
used to figure out an unknown word in a text or resolve social 
conflicts to think through complex inquiries and research 
projects.” The solution? Teach students how to self-question, 
knowing they can also apply this effective strategy across 
contexts. The self-questioning process students use looks like 
this: 
Stop and Think. “What’s the question?” 
Gather Information. “How do I gather information? What are 
different sides of the issue?” 
Brainstorm and Choose. “How do I select, organize, and 
choose the information? What are some ways to solve the 
problem? What’s the best choice?” 
Plan and Try. “What does the plan look like? When and how 
can it happen? Who needs to be involved?” 
Check & Revise. “How can I present the information? What 
did I do well? How can I improve?” 
 
THE BENEFITS 
Since using the problem-solving and self-questioning 
processes, the students at Moss Elementary have had growth 
in their scores for the last two years on the fifth-grade English 
language arts PARCC tests. However, as Cohen shares, 
“More important than preparing our students for the tests on 
state standards, there is evidence that we are also preparing 
them for the tests of life.” 

 

https://www.edutopia.org/profile/maurice-j-elias
http://www.metuchenschools.org/metuchen/MOSS/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rk8vMjP9QS8%C2%A0
https://parcc-assessment.org/ela-literacy/

